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' May it pleaſe your Maſterthips and Gentlemen, 
erent Cafe Enfible I am of my much unfitneſs for this Exerciſe, 
Arguments I bave us'd, many, ts their Maſterſhips, that 
they would pleaſe to ſtcure their own, and your honour , 
by a more pregnant choice, 
what prevailed not with their Wiſdoms to excuſe , may 
it with your Candors to interpret mildly. 


Firſt, My Memory is in diſorder for want of uſe at the 
Bar , whence I was excluded Fourteen Years, 


-+-» Next, My Limbs afe disjointed by the Gowt, a diftemper 1 gontrafted by the 
lazine(s of a long and cloſe impriſonment, . 


XS . My Eſtate has been impaired by Sequeſtration , Decimation, . and thoſe othey 
— Tafferings which deegliefs oppreſs Members, who withdrew to O XFORD. 


, © ScandaPd alſo I hive been , and ſo was Jelus Chriſt, and /o are many 
more, both Great aud Good, ( becauſe they are ſo ) 1 have hopes as they 
' #0 conquer it by Contempt , If not, by Moderation; yet that's my Crime, 
bay As for my Ambition ts be Great , 1 aſſure you *tis no leſs thas my deſert 
- "and bopes, and thats None at all, 


- Theſe Conſiderations, as they diſcouraged, ſo they inclined me now in Age, 
3 When the Clouds return after che Rain , and the ſtrong men bowe, to 4 


= reticed life. 
A: BUT 


—_—_ wy 


I De ar rn ey re ns 


UT wereitthat Fate which has hitherto doom'd meto a /uf- 

, fering condition, or a miſtake -in their Maſterſhips of ſame 
abilities in me, which I know nor, tothe work I muſt, and which is 
worſe, by anothers fayler, a fa/l year before my courſe. 


Next to Obedience, That which diſpoſed me moſt, was a due ſenſe 
of the Debt. which we all in courſe owe to the Sociery, 

A Society at this day obſerved to be highly Civil, Generous and 
Gentile, Nobilium Fil;; , of which extraRion,ſays Forteſcue and Fery, 
perſons ought to be, that have the honour to be here admitted; A 
lower breed being not proportionate to the ayre and inpengity of 
this profeſſion. 


A Society ſo preſperous uponaccount of Learning , that a meſſe 


of our chief.-Maſters are worthily adyanc't for it to offices of ho- 
nour, and we have in view a flouriſhing recruit to improve the ſplen- 
dour of this Exerciſe, and with it the Government, 

And ſo hopeful inthe fair branches growing up, that T have confi- 


dence to aver, you will no way derogate- from the Glory of your | 


Predeceffors, whoſe Arms and Trophies you-cannot bur behold , if 
you look »p to Heaven. 

A debc ſo hononrable,ſo juſt, though TI engaged to others, I reſol.. 
ved to pay, though perhaps not in weight, yetin »umber : And what 
is /;ght, 1 have hopes may be ſupplied by that weighty indulgence 
of their Maſterſhips, fayourably to interpret-.my endeavours with 
reſpe& to my ſufferings, and ſurprize. : 

And that Gentlemen, from yo,and perſons of your deep-Reaſon, 
I demand, as a due to tice, and E ſhall return you an acknowledgy 
ment asa due to Civility. | 

Where Excuſes, you'l ſay, are ſo »ear, Errors uſually are-not far, 
nor indeed are mine. 

Troth *tis, T had advanc't a Statute more »/ef#/ in order to con- 
veyancing, but time ſtraitning me, I found it too {aborroze. 

Whereupon upon this Zaw I fix't, having ſomewhat ponder'd it 
in the late Troubles that diſputed ic, which ſoon wiping off the 
gloſs and varnifs of pretences, made it demonſtrative, That it .is 
-_ only Dxty , but Intereſt ro build high upon the 0/d foun- 

tion. 


You. . 


% 


(3) 

You have here a Statute, which proclaims Zberty to the Engliſh 

Subject, a liberty as far tranſcending that Impolture of a Free Srate, 
44 as the glory of the Sn, the Prodipy of a Comer. 

That Comet which our great Stateſman prudently obſerved, to 
have influenc'd mens ſpirits xnto the late Confuſions. 

Confuſion unavoidably incident to that Modell, without rs or 
Garriſons:, Wars tO keep »p the great ones from falling down ; Gar- 
riſons to keep dows the leſſer from riſing up. 

Where no King s,. there can be no Honour, no Degrees, and 
where a/lare equal, every man thinks himſelfas fit to rule as a»y, and 
will put for all. 

Therefore ſubſiſts it only, where there is'a Head-City, to give 

, name toir, to awe and tax the adjacent Country, as of old, Rowe, 
Carthage, Athens, withus, Venice, Geneva, Raguſa, nay and the 
Swiſſe, and fatal Netherlands, whoare united and ſecured by a con- 
federacy of Garriſons, and thoſe chiefly manag'd by #0 Gentry. 
Hence isit, that England is inconſiſtent with that fition, as well 
regard of qnomt alarge continent,not to be denominated or 
awableby one C i, as of the brave and ſprightly temper of the Gex- 
7r7,- not to be-inſlaved by Mechanicks,/: - 

Peruſe our Chronicles, and there ſhall we read, that the Engliſh 
are Gens inclyta belli,audax & impatieus fran , butin their higheſt 
eumults, not-in the leaft diſpos'd to alter Kinofo;p , not then, when 
they bandied Crowns, as we do Tennis ballsinto Croſſe Hazard; no, 
not when-the Smith Flammock, Wat the Tyler, or Jack Straw re- 


of 


+ vell'd itwith their Clowns. | 

Did younot mark ? when our late Riders, -like Sots in Dri»k, . 
reel'd from this to that,' the unpliant Gerizs of the Nation ( which 
will carry things in the long Kws) enforc'd their giddy Heads to-a 
ſtand, even where we-ſtood at firft,” everi there, where now we 
/taud;, And fome that dar'd nor ſtandit, to tand higher. 

Dorrt you believe, that it was the courage ofthis Party, the contre- 
vance of that, or the compliance of a third ! no, it was the general-Sp;- 
rit, and Genius of the Nation, that brought home the K3zg, andit - 
had an inflaence dextrous, and powerful, and yet inviſible. 

Was it notſtrange ! While the factions quarrell'd among them. -. 
ſelves who ſhall have the Rale, the X3vg muſt be call*din to faye - 
them againlt themſelves, and to take the Rule. - 

He that was their fear, muſt become their Refage , Peace with the - 
King, brings peace among thewſe/wes , yea, and with. a// the world, , 
and Parliaments,as at the firf, | Pacarums. - 


(4) 
Pacatur que regit patrits virtutibus orbem , | 

Proh:ND1it | Not one drop of blood runs out in the whole tranfaQi- 
on, buronly in the clear ffream of Juſtice, and that adminifired in 
ſuch a flood of mercy, zs deſign'd rather to vindicate and parge Reli- 
gion from that patrid tain of. King-killing, than to inflict vengeance 
on the Workers of Iniquity. 

[t then his Enemies have cauſe , much more have his Friends 


to cry 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 


I ſtir not this to refleR, for I abhor it, but to evidence, not only 
their diſiszalty and /ewd conſcience, -but their fe/[y, that conſpire a 
Change, capable of no other iſſue but their own deftratton. 

- And chat not only in their effatesand perſons, but even in that /;- 
berty which they ſo much labour. | 

For were ita ſcels proferxm inſtead of Liberty, which from this 
Statute tor four Centuries under:Ki»gſnipwe have profperouſly en- 
joy'd, nay improv'd, they advance only the luſtsof ſome few, that 
Set next ſn the Saddle, whb were heretofore not #1-omimenſly in- 
{i'd Cuſtodes libertatrs,, for they took fo much-/iberty to chem- 
ſelves, that they left oe to orher. 


Liberty /age men covet, as well as fa&504 ;, not that liberty for 
every man'to do that which is right in his own eys, as it was when 
there was »o Xing mn Jſrael,for tharthberty as it occaſiond the Levee 
ro quarter out his Concabine,&ſcatter it among theTribes,to take re- 
venge, ſo makes it every'mina {avetohim that has the /ongeſt [Word. 

Truelibertys that, wherethe R#/es of Law ſquare out a man his 
rioht , where the Law 'Fars on the good, and reins in the eyil, 


where a mans Hoxſeis his Caſtle, "becauſe the Law is his Guard, and_- 
ſo is it of his Goods, | either to be affail'd without his own conſent, in | 


perſon, or by proxy. | _ 87 
"Of libertyin this ſenſe; (whereof the juſt-and honeſt, as Cato ſays, 
are only capable) my Statute exa/ts to the Engliſh a proportion more 
:riuniphant, than the freeſt State; yea, .then'that goodly- one, 
which was begot out of the xd, and brought forth the freedom of 
- Exciſe ; where free indeed they are, but itis in parſe, who exciſe their 
very Por-herbs — eat them. | 
Our liberty is-bXi/r ſo high, that it cannot ſtand $7». unleſs 
it be-prop't up by Lords Spiritual, Lords Temporal, and 
| C Ommens ; 
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Commons Con(ulere, and conſentire, anda Soveraign, with a Z 
70) le wenl to enfarce ; It thoſe. ſupporters fail, Suis & ipſa viribus 
; rait, this rich Fabrick ſinks. with its own weight : . For,it ſo harmo- 
If niouſly intermixes the rights of Soveraignty with che liberty of the 
Subje&; that the one ballances the other,. nay, theleaſt jarr inthe 
oxe, makes a loud diſcord.in the other. 

Lex-facit ut ipſe ſit Rex, lays. Bratton well, and 'tis ſaid as well, 
Tmperii majeſtas eſt tutele:ſalus, . The. ſupport of power and ayein - 
Majeſty, ſecures.peace and fafetyto the people. | 

The unſteddy,vnlgar axe not.to.be entruſted withtheir own /ecari- 
ty, without a check., *Tis for their advantage to be rid with a. /trai: 
bridle, ſothat bridle bethe Law; .If the reins of Soveraignty and 
the Law be let /ooſe, like head-ſtrong Colts, they 11 run.croſs,ways 

« till chey bogg themſelves, or fa/.; or ifthey get free:, the next thar 
comes, 5:mpounds or backs. them, | | 

If the Zogick of this were diſcreetly preſt, it might ead the King - 
of England in this kyowing Age, perhaps nolefſe, rhan tbe; Divinity - 
wehear of the rights ofthe Kings of 7/rae/.: 

I have a home: proofe,, but: it is a ſad, one, when our late good 

_ Kingin his pious hopes of a cloſure, ler go his radical and inherent 
powerto diſſolve the Parliament , thereby unwarily;advancing two - 
powers co-ordinate, as:wo Gods in. Heaven,: whoſe croſſe wills muſt 
needs enflame:the ZE arth. 

Which, breach. in that weighty fundamental, let /ooſe the Govern.. - 
ment, and letina de/xge of miſery upon «-his SubjeRs, as well as up- 
on Hy Crown. 0 | 

Without which Sarcaſm.in.policy, onr.Laws are ſo reg»/ay, that a 
Civil War could not ſe//upto that length, or height, nor could this - 
Statute, and with.it, Liberty be ſo:ore-flowy, as it was, ( we know the 
time) when the enforcing-it by ſome learned ones that now ſit high - 
os the Bench, enforc'd them tolie fowin the Tower, . —_ 

But now. that, we have a Soveraign, who knows and. builds his 
Governmentupon his and our true intereſt, .zhe Law, and which he 
has pleas'd ſo far to honour, asto give this Exerciſe Fs Royal pre- 
ſence, [am emboldned to awake» this Statute, which has ſo long /lepr, 
and.cherein to evidence his Majeſties indw/gence, and our happineſſe, . 
by. way-of explanation. . 

In order whereunto, give meleave a little to-rambleinto Fiſftory, 
and perhaps the /engrh of the Zourney. will be recompenc'd by the 
geodzeſſe ofthe ways 


Some - 
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come reach the Pedigree of this Statute from the old Britans, 6” 
thers from a mixture with the Saxons; I take the Original like tha® 
of Nils, dark and uncertain, or rather asa flowing in of /evera 
ſtreams into one grand Chanvel. 

The Heptarchye being reduced under one Government, by that 
tout Prince Edbert, the Weſt Saxon ( beit recorded to the glory 
of our Feſt) and our St.King Edward intime ſucceeding to the 
whole, He, with the Advice of his-wiſe Men, cauſed one Volume, 
Ex immenſa legum congerie, as Hoveden has it, out of all their 
Laws to be compil'd, Optima queque elegit , ſayes Gemitencir, 
which ſeemed moſt equal and indifferent, 20s 'vocari voluit 
Communen Leger; And thoſe he injoin'd. to be obſerved through 
the whole as bis own Law. | 

King Edward dying chaſte, though married , and Zagar his 
Heir an Out-law, william of Normandy makes Title to the 
Crown, as Couſin to the Confeſfor, and diſpoſed by his will, and 
that appointment ratified by the Oath of the Nobility. 
| And to keep fair with the Clergy, he proffers to refer his Right to 
the Arbitration of the Pope , whoſe Decrees in thoſe dayes were 
cn” Re 7g Es Re 

Harold lights the Arbitration, and ſo at Rowe from the Pope, 
he obtains a ſentence for his Title as more pregnant than that of Ha- 
rold, who , Sine Eqcleſiaſtica Authoritate, ſayes Hoveden, and 
againſt his Oath given to Duke wi/;am, bad uſurp't the Crown, 

This diſpute determines at'one Battel ,* but it was a bloody one, 
there, being a carn:ge of Sixty thouſand men, as the'Monks re- 
port'it; And the Duke, Porentiam ex vulgs adulatione querens , 
ſimulque magnifica pellicitrzs , diſclaims Conqueſt , and taking his 
Oathto continue the good Laws of his Couſin the Confeſfor , with 
free applauſe, Rex declaratnr, is accected King, as Mr. Seldes 
notes.upon .Eadmerus. | bh as 

And.chat:the people might the better obſerve their duty ; and the 
King his Oath, he cauſed 7 weve of the moſt d5/creet men in 
every Shire to be ſworn ; that without ſwerving either ad dextram, 
or finiſtram ;, that is, ec Prerogative blanatentes;, nec Privalegia 
dilat antes, they ſhould lay open [anftitarem , the integrity of their 
Laws ; nothing adding, nothing concealing; Nl prevaricando mit- 
tentes;, {fo writes Hoveden. | Tat SE 

And Aldred the Arch-biſhop that Crowned him, and the Biſhop 
of Londen , by the Kings Command, wrote that 'which the 7arars 

had 
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had delivered ,- and theſe, as ſayes Ingalphrs bis Secretary , made 
Abbor of Crowlazd, He proclaims to be Authentick, and for ever 
to be inviolabiliter obſerved, | 

- The Sum of this he compos'd , as Sir Edw. Cork conjeRures in 
the Preface to his 8th, Repetic, into ſome form of a Charter , clo- 
ſing it with this General, That all men duly keep the Laws of Goo 
King Eaward. | 

Some Laws indeed of his own headded for the advantage of his 
Normans , Which, ſayes Gervaſe of Tilbary, were E ficaciſſime 
ad pacem regni faciendam , though others ſay , They were ſome- 
what too ſevere upon the Natives, the better to make room for a new 
' Plantation. 

Dangelt anexaRion not clear'd from the Crown he Releaſes; 

The Juriſdiftion Ecclefiafical and Civil, this King alſo (:- 
ver'd; for before his Reign , the Bop and the Earle,or their De- 
puties , ſate jointly in the Coxnties, determining Firiraal Cauſes 
in the Forenoon, and ſeczlar in the Afternoon, according to the 
pattern of the Jewiſh Sa»hedrim, which was imitated by the Chri. 
{tiafis in times primirive; The Apoſtles and Elders which were no 
other than Lay-Magiſtrates , deciding all controverſies among Chri- 
flians , who voluntary ſubmitted to their judgment, for this ſe the 
Gloſſary, 315. Lambert, 80. and Mr. Selden on Edmerxs, 166. 
and Hiſtory of Tytbs, chap. 14. 

. 'Tis only to be wiſtve, that he had diſtinguiſh their Canſes, as 
he divided their Coxrrs ; for that omiſſion has occaſion'd thole Juſt. 
lings of Juriſdiction which have ſince hapned between the Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Courcs, and the Courts at Common Law. 

But more violent was this Conflic, till by a Can -of the Coun- 
ſel of Clarendon, it was decreed, That -Regrs juſticiarins mitret in cu- 
riam {anita Eccleſie ad videnaum quo modo res ibs traftatar , The 
ground of Prohibitons, Afar, Paris. An. 1164. 

\ Thisthe Clergy endeavoured to qualifie by Petition in Parliament, 
5-1. Ed:3.nu. 83, Butthereco the King anſwered, that he could. 
not depart with his right. 4. 7». 339. . 

. King Wiltiam in this ARt deſigned a more regular diſpatchof C2u- 
ſes.;. and ingeed as. Pidtavienſss ſayes; he wasa Prince of C ourage, 
Spetaculum. deleftabile, ſimul & terribile : He was, ſaves Matthew 
Paris, Subjects humilts, but Rebellibus inexorabilis , and deſerves 
amemory inour Chronicles more illuſtrious; for though his Nor- 
Mans at [iis new eſtabliſhment importun'd him to connive 'at ſome 

| oppreſ- 
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oppreſſtons , yet the Law held out-3» rirle, And then, may- we in« 
terpret the miſtakes of a Prince, to be his »eceſ7+9 |, or at leaſt but 
23 2 (fep ouc of the way to avoid the Nirr-; manifeſting that .heis 
but 21an, and not-more priviledgedfrom [firmity, than his Sub- 


as. 

Little of good fame ( a revenge which bad Princes after their 
deaths cannot provide againſt ) in Rxfzs his Son have we: upon 
Record; for then ſayes Par, were. their Male conſuetudines &- 
exaBtiones injuſt.s, And this appears by that great Charter of his ſuc- _ 
ceeding Brother King Henry the Firſt, who, ſayes. Hoveaen, thoſe 
evil cuitoms peritzs abrogavit, and reſtor'd-ro- oppreft England, 
the Laws-of good King Edward; with thoſe emendations' which 
his Father had added by the Counſel of his' Barony; ſo Florentine , 
and Malmsbury: King Stephen. _ Charter confirmsthe'good 
Laws which King Henry his Uncle had before granted; with thoſe 
of good King Edward, andenjoine, ſayes Roger Bacon in his Book. 
De impedimentis ſcientie , That nore of the Laws of 7taly, the- 
Imperial Laws ſhould be retain'd;. Henry: the! Second ratities-thie 
ſame Charter ; He grants what his Grandfather King Hey had 
granted, and remits what he hadremitted: 

King 7ohn diſputes it with hisNobles:, but was prevaild within 
the Seventeenth year of his Reign, to contra&thoſe former general 
Charters into one Grand one, andthis ſayes the Monek of St. 4!- 
bons, Ex-partt maxima , ltges amiquas & regui confuetudines cor- 
tinebat, Paris 246. | 

_ Bot King .Zob» being ( as the Moncks report him) of  anunſted- 
dy ſpirit , recallshis Charter , when the Normans: being ingrafted 
into the Engliſh Nobility , and inheritable as they thought to the - 
Engliſh freedom , conteſt it with their Prince , and pray in' aid of 
Lewis the French Kings Son; by whoſe powers King Joh being - 
worked, he dyes, being poyloned;, asis ſuppoſed; in a Chalice. 
He left his Heir of the Age of Eleyen years, whoſe. 7worence had 
contraſted no malice, and- in whom concenter'd riot only the title 
of the Norman, but alſo of the Royal'-Saxo blood: for he was - 
Grandſon to Maud the Emprefs, Daughter and Heirof Henry the 
Firſt, by Mand the Daughter: of Afateoinmr King of Scots ; and * 
Margaret his Wife, Siſter and Heir of Zdgar Atheling; tre Heir - 
to the Confeſſor. *N <3 [LD 

The Engliſh, who merarally abhior wrong, and without a ſtrong 
$745, are juſt and loyal, forthyith deſert the-Forreigner, and _ | 

E.- 
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here to the Royal Iſſue ; The French Prince affrighted at the fe 
youu of that generous ſpirit , ſabmics to terms, and departs the 
Land, 

King Henry the Third, the Infant, is Crown'd, and in the Ninth 
year of his Reign, being the Twentieth of -his Age, upon payment 
of a Fifteen of all mens moyables, Cap. 37. - in full Parliament , 
_ gives and grants this Jſagna Charta, whereof my Statute is a 
Chapter. 

Aon pretending Infancy, he declares this Charter N#/, 
ny revives the Barons War , and iſſues ſtreams of Engliſh 

lood. | | 

Yet here give me leave to note what the French Comines gives for 
a Maxim, That no Subje& ever drew Sword againſt his Prince, but 
though his _ prevail'd, he himſelf /»ffer'd in Life, Zate, or 
Conſcience, And of this, gives evidence, That Pardes for which the 
Lords Petition this King Henry in Kenelworth , the ſame Caſtle 
where they had impriſoned him ,” Dift«## de Kenelworth. H.. 3. 

Yet the reſult in the long run was the re-eſtabliſhment of chis 
Charter , inthe Twenty fifth of his Reign, and in the preſence of 
his Son the brave King Edw. 1. Mag. ch. 37. and with fuch 
direful Ceremonies as werethen -Authentiok by way of curſing and 
-execrations to the Infringers , as-may aſtoniſh the Reader, if he 
peruſes {atthew Paris, An. 1253. AndrefleRs as well on ſuch 
as violate the Kings Prerogative, as Intrenchers upon the Subjects 
liberty. | 

By ſome as ignorant ascenſorious; our Laws are ſcandal'd as in. 
troduced by Conguef , whereas in truth this Charter is purely:;decla- 
ratory-of the old Sao as aforeſaid; ſo concludes St Germar, 
Fol. 12. | | 
' And.inthoſe captious points of Tenures, Wardeips, ahd. Par- 
veyance”, I can demonſtrate footſteps thereof before King William, 
though poffibly by him andhis'1ſſne improved with the honour of 
Knighthood, ard Knights ſervice. | | 

But were the quarrel at all a:-grievance, we have now a Prince, who 
derives his Pedigree not only from the Norman , but more ancient 
- ard dire, from the Royal Saxov Line , as well-by Queen Xarga- 
ret, Siſter and Heir of Zdgay inthe Scotch Deſcent, as from 14{aud 
her Daughter Queen to King Herry the Firſt inthe Engliſh. 

And for thoſe pretended Norman innovations of Tenures, Ward. 


"ſhips, and Purveyance, he has been pleaſed to unhatch theſe Roy- 
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aſries from his Crown upon the Petition of the Parliament, which 
is a Court de Teſgrand honour & juſtice ar que nul doit imaginer 
choſe diſh-ncarable , cs weare taught, in Plo, 388, In whole wife 
doms it becomes people to acquiclce, as their own choice and Repre- 
ſentatives, or to renounce af Rele, but their own. 

Yer may it with all ſubmiſtjon be aver'd, Thoſe Royalties might 
poſlibly have been ſo refin'd to the Saxcr Model, 2s would haye 
given an ornament and luſtre to the Crown, yet no preſſure to 
the SubjeR. 

But be chis Statute de #owo , or declarc.tory, were it at firſt a 
Charter only, or an AR, the matcer is now without diſpute, ſince the 
fame King, andafter him his Son King Edward, a warlike Prince,and 
our 7uſtinian, 25. Ed. 1. in bis tullage and glory enacted ic 
to be allowed as Commer LaW, forſo arerhe words; nay, that it 
ſhould beread twice a year in all Cathedrals, ch. 2. «Ss the place 
where by the Popes intereſt they were then moſt obſtructeq : And 
his Royal Succeſlors now Thirty and three times have confirm'd it 
by Acs of Parliament; Nay , we have an A# that declares all 
As woid, that are againſt it: But /eges poſteriores priores ab- 

ant. 

So that, what at the firſt ereRing might be a Charter, is become a 
Statute , and ſo'St. German termsit, and ſothe AR of 5, Zd. 3. 
Cap. 8. And in pleadings, what more uſual, than to lay it Contra 
formam. Statpti,in an Action brought upon this Law ? 

A Statute then it is, and therefore nor leſs proper for a Reading , 
chan that of Treaſens, 25. Ed.3. which was but declaratory of 
che old Law. | E | 

The old Statutes, ſayes Ch. ?uſtice Cock, , Preface tothe 8th. Rep. 
are the Text of the Common Law, the Records ard Reporrs are bur 
Commentaries thereupon, 

Andif fo, then this Law, and this Chapter chiefly, which is the 
Fewel in the Ring, is the foundation of the whole, the reſt but 
ſtruRures built upon it. 

This the baſe , thoſe the deſcavr. 


And now Gentlemen, let us conſider what ſort of /iberry is ir, 
that a /iber homo , a manof Reaſon candeſign,which is not ſecur'd 
kim by this Statute / 


t. Neſires 
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7. Defices he to have his perſon free > Nallins capiatur vel impri- 
fanctir. 

" 2 Deſires he peace in the pyſ*/ioz of his Lind 2 Nallus diſſei;e- 
tr.r de libero tenements. | _ | 

2. Would he not have his Frazchiſcs ercroach'd ? Nall difſei- 
{ett:r de libertatibus, | , 

4. Fayours lie the old C-/?»mes which he has been brelin? 77 ul- 
lus diſſeiſetur de liberis cenſuttudinious. 

5. Deſiresheco livein che prorecn of the Taw? Nuilms nitl.cn thy, 

6. Delights he in his old cquaintance, and Ceantry ir ? Nailers 
extletur. | 

7. Would he not be oppreſs'4 by his potent neighbour 2 Nx. 
aliquo mods drſtruatur. . 

8. Would henoc be condemned before he be heard, nar chaſ is'd 
before be be legilly condemned ? Vee ſvper eam ibimus, nec ſuper 
ekm mitt i mus. 5h 

9. Would he not be judged ar wil, nortryed butby his Neigh- 
bourhood, and the Law * why none of theſe, or other grievance can 
ſurprize him. Ni per judicinm parium vel per legem terre. 

10. Laſtly, Would he have yight done him, and char without gde- 
Lay, ſine prece, (ine precio. Nullt vendemus, nulli negabimus aut defe- 
rem juſt itiam vel reftum. 

Loe bere we have a Law for proper: y in our Goods, for 7;tle to 
our Lands, for /zberty to our perſons, for ſafety. our lives, In gene. 
ral, as my Lord Dyer notes, fel. 104. here's a remedy for erey) 
wrong that is, and a prevention for every Wrong that may be ; for 
no man ſhall ſaffer till he be c:»demned; none condemned, bur by a 
legal rria/, and none tryed, but is to be admitted to his juſt d:fence, 

If a SubjeR of England be not /iber, who then is free? Howis ic, 
our ixtereſ# as well as duty to ſupport the Royal Governmeng , 
which ſhaken, leaves us f-ee- to naught but the vs of men? How 
are their contrivances to be abhorr'd, who deſign, under a 5Fecious, 
fallacy, toereRt their own greatzeſſe and revenge, on the hazard. of our 
lives and ſouls ! 

What I have enforc'd in relation to X;»g/bip,l ſuppeſe is coherent, 
and not ſfrain'd or impertinent to this occaſion, and indeed no more 
thanl- (give me leave to ſay not unſeaſonably) publiſhe before the 
Kings return, which may acquitme of flatter or deſign. There re- 
mains only one ſcruple, which may ſtick with ſome that are pre-poſe 
ſefs'd, and that is, An acknowledgement that our Laws are excellens, 

but 


but they have been often violated, and are apt tobe obſtrufted in the 6x 
ECHELOW, 

Foranſwer, know, that while we are here, becauſe men, we are 
ſubje to i»firmity ; nor isit poſſibleto reap the more gexeral fruit 
of the beſt eltabliſht policy, unleſſe by-compat we ſubjec our ſelves 
tro ſome poſſible inconveniences. 

Accidents and the artifices of men,are 10 variows and incertain,that 
no Government is,was,0r ever can be ſo exact, (no,not that Uropian 
device, which Mr. z/ren ſo well aſſerted) as can ſecure againſt all ca. 
ſ#al emergents and miſchiefs. 

Governments therefore are beſt weighed by compariſons, and 
comparing the royal frame, wich chat of our /are Model, which isthe 
beloved of our Statiſts,*ris eaſily demonſtrated, that SubjeRs are muck 
more incident to oppreſſion under rhar than thzs. | 

In the Royal frame, the Houſe of Commons are ina ſort the T7;.. 
banes of the Subje&s liberty, and it has often interpos'd humbly, yer 
with ſacceſs. Now ſhall that Houſe (we know when it was) become 
our Tyrant? To whom ſhall we appeal incaſe of grievance ? *Tig 
a change bur fatal to the ſhrep, when-the Dog that guards them be- 
comes the Wolf; when ſuch (as in Kingſhip) are entruſted only to 
coyſent that the Purſe be open'd, ſhall (as then)-par.in their hands to 
diſpoſe and pay, and themſelves only to account unto themſelves. 

*Tis a wound in the very heart of Liberty, andtheleſs curable, in 
that.it is driven by a kwor of hands, a quarry of Soveraigns ſupporting 
one another like fones inan Arch , every of whoſe dependants as 
the Prince, and fortifies a ſwecefſive violation, | 

Whereas a Prince is but oe, circumſcrib'd by a kyows Law, and 
apt inſtruments arenot lightly rais'd, the terrour of a Hoxſe of Com- 

- 0x5 being to0 exemplary ; however though Rex the King dies nor, 
and his Soveraignty cannor be divided from himfelf, yet his perſon is 
mortal, -and-his-, poſterity not ſo aRtive, or more indulgent, makes 
amend, | 
Uponthis account it is, 'that ever'fince the Conqueſt at the long 
run,no innovation has ever happened, but prerogative has been pru'd 
(and perhaps too-ha{tily) inthe branch thereof, which let in the Op=- 
portunity. Serrch our: Fratxres, and ſo you will find it. 

--mighr inſtance the excetlency of this Government, from the /o- 
 temn and profound order that wehaveinframing new, inrevoking or 
altering o/d Laws,which like Gold, maſt be//evex times refin'd before 

they are in-force, 
In 
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In that ottiet fition, how haſtily upon every »ew /ight did they 
make-Laws, even as boys do Squibs and Crackers, and as lailing ; 
withouta billance, or other body, maturely co dcbate and : ipen! 

Which Laws, being abſelxte and withput cczrroxl,miy be preſun'd 
be to bias towards their private intereſts, though not dy an exemption 
a ofche Parſe, for that were too ſcandalous, yer by the invention oc 

erecting of a ew Office, or employment, which ſufficienily rep irs 
the payment, 

I might alſo inſtance in their ſevere and arbitrary impriforments, 
and thoſe wichourt hearing or appeal; ard often inflicted at tlie will oc 
their inferiour dependants in the Country, which (though 1 have t00 
often felt) yet as0 what was ſo enforc'd by choſe perſons that were 
own'd as the Supreme Authority, (admitting it kgal) I cannot rati- 
onilly condemn : for no Kingdom or State can ſtand long untyaken, 
unleſſe there be in the ſupreme Magiſtrate and Council, a radical and 
inhzrent right, by power not altogether. regz/ar,cto obyiace plotrings 
and ſurprize. . | | 

Otherwiſe, while it ſtays the formalities of Zaw, the conſpiracy 
may grow lawleſſe,, roo. Frong.£0: be prevented. by ic :; And though 
ſome that are innocent, may ſuffer upon an undue [5£þ5r559, yet 'melius 
pereat unus quam unitas,. better is it that one innocently ſuffer a jri- 


inconvenience. 
With chis,chat it ſubjeRsthe diſquition to:the forms of Law,when 
it may be ſafe and oper, and with this, __—_— not this authority 
ce we it:now executed, 


wag 


from the Soveraign and his Council; .and-{o 


vation, to which Lex terre cannot be contrary,. | 
Whereas in thoſe other days every pa: 
with this power, and thetrial we had was by a mew red Conrt, where 
the cud perſons were inaſort, Parties, ' wv and 7res,. but no 
challenge, no pares, and 1 may ſwear they had none. 
uſtitia firmat ſolium:;, which King James well underſtood, when 

he publiſh'd, That-for a King of Z#g/ando diſcauntenarce the Com. - 
mon Law, was to deſerthis Crown, all perſons are:preſum'd to en- 
deavour that which is A , Certainly then the Prince - 
is ill advis'd, who ruines the Zaw, which is his chief ſwpporr; If for - 
aoother cauſe, yer for thiszwe have nocauſe to fear. 

_ However, þetter were it-tO tw out a temporary evil, aswedo - 
ſhowers in harveſt,than engageinthar pabiich hazard, which attends « 
al nndue remedy. . | | 6 The: 


- 
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vate and temporay miſchief, than that we.runthe hazard of a p«blick - 


and not z»profperonſly warranted by the Law.0EN, ature, ſel-preſer- | 


dam aRed bis ; paſſion, ; 


A 
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The Arrrs of Subjects (even as beſt for them) ſhoutd be preces & 
lachryme, and thoſe at the end will prevail, when it'is grown to be 
the Genizs of the people; But, $7 nx fecerit, ſr fficit & ad panam, 
fays Bratton, quod Deminum babet xltorem. Hethat has faith, will 
{tay Gods r:me for payment, he that has none, may take his own 
:12e, and poſlibly be paid himſelf. 

Every word in this Statute bas its weight,and I might aptly diſſe& 
it into as many parts as words; For method I ſhall propoſe ten par. 
ticulars, and each of them an adzquate ſubje> for a reading. 


1. Whois the Liber homo intended. \ 
2. What ſhall be an Impriſonment, | 
3. What isa Diſleiſin ofFranktenement. | 
4. Whatisa Diſſeiſin of Liberties. 
5. Whatis a Difleiſin of free Cuſtomes. | 
6. What isan Urlapury, exile or deſtruction. 
7, What ſhall be ſaid to bea paſſing or ſitting | wid * as 
PE or en . | Statute 
$. What ſhall be call'd a legal judgement of : 
Peers. 0 
9. What it is that is call*'d the Law of the Land. 
10, *What ſhall be ſaid ro be a ſelling, denying, | 
or deferring of Juſtice. 3 


Upon theſe diviſions I ſhall proceed, as far as the time allotted me- 
will permit; however, I ſhall contrive to give you ſomewhar of my 
cohceptions upon every part ; and herein | ſhall beg your patience | 
and attention, and poſſibly may make you ſome amends, by being * 
brief and plain. "Ins 


| ERRATA. 
Pap, 3 lige 17. read. : Ihid ine 24.. for Hegard, read Hazards, Pag. 4. 
I'ne 2. for 0 þ 7, reaqathers,;. ld] ime wy, fox Loids Spi, itual, Lords Tempo: 
ialy *ad,*16agph a Hoſe of, 40;45, and 4 Houft of. | " 
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| ADVERTISEMENT: i tend yon 
More of his Subjeft nia be rtad, in a Diſfourſe publif'l *t 
the Reader, before” the TCR Return, and Printed by us, * al 


G Band T. C.- 
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